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THE LASTING IMPACT OF CCYC
by Mike Rife (Preacher at Vansant Church of Christ)
“In the CCYC, what a wonderful time, Church of Christ Youth Camp
beneath the sun, God sends down blessings on you and me, we’ll love
and serve Him E – TERN – ALLY.”
I grew up singing that chorus. Taught to me by Jim Viers and Dave
Bolton. Those guys were the deans when I was little (young – I don’t
think I ever was little) and attending Church Camp. Years ago, men and

In a distracted world, what we need is
FOCUS. We need to have the kind of
FOCUS that brings clarity to confusion.
We also need the kind of FOCUS that
separates the essential from the nonessential. It's amazing what we can
accomplish when we move toward a goal
with clear FOCUS, we live in a complex
world with many things competing for our
attention.
Join us this summer as we FOCUS on
the things that will make the biggest
difference in our lives and in our world at
CCYC.

women of this area had some vision and God opened some doors, and
people organized and pulled together. People from Buchanan, Pike,
Tazewell, Russell, Washington… counties began putting together plans
for something that would impact lives for Christ across the world.
Yes, kids, faculty, and staff have all been influenced greatly by the
property known as CCYC. To the best of my recollection, there are no
less than 50 local congregations being led by ministers, elders, deacons,
and Sunday School teachers…that were influenced by CCYC.
What makes Church Camp so special? The timing was perfect. At a time
when America was beginning to change socially and was beginning to
influence our churches, places like church camps across this nation
began to surface. It wasn’t just CCYC, there were camps in Kentucky,
West Virginia, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee, and “uttermost parts of
the world.” All these places had the same thing in mind. GOD AND A
GOOD TIME GO TOGETHER. In their preparation for a week of “making
disciples that would in return make other disciples”, Camps such as
CCYC were started, and this trend continued.
Continues on Page 2

For a few days each summer, kids get to escape the pressures of
the world. Come together with other kids who are facing the same
pressures and they can learn and grow together. As their world is
constantly changing and turning, they can learn of the things that
are consistent – God Reigns / Bible Speaks / Jesus Saves / Church
Serves / Spirit Empowers.
To make this happen it's going to take several things. (1) Prayer –
This is where it starts. (2) Planning – no one plans to fail they just
fail to plan. (3) Promotion – Properly advertised and promoted in a
positive way. (4) Participation – From all churches and individuals
involved. (5) Patience – not all programs work, not all are
successful, because we are humans, and we aren’t perfect.

Church Camp is for Kids, and it is so upsetting to me when I hear
this phrase…” the kids, they are the church of tomorrow” BULL –
that’s an arrogant statement. They are the church of TODAY! God
doesn’t have grandchildren, whether you’re 8 or 88 you’re His
child. God doesn’t have stepchildren; all are His Children. We’re
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I was fortunate enough to attend Kentucky Christian

not half-brothers and half-sisters, we are full brothers and sisters.
With all of this in mind, let us remember that God has a place that
is special to Him and His Children.

University, and there, lifelong relationships were
established. I started meeting new people who came

“In the CCYC, what a wonderful time, Church of Christ Youth Camp

from different social backgrounds. But it didn’t take me

beneath the sun, God sends down blessings on you and me, we’ll

long to realize that we all had one thing in common…

love and serve Him E – TERN – ALLY.”

Church Camps had a great bearing on us being at
Kentucky Christian University. Church Camps had such
an impact on me that I spent a summer traveling for the
college and getting the opportunity to visit 15 other
camps.
Enough about looking at the past, (the windshield is
much bigger than the rearview mirror) let's look ahead.
The future is bright because the one who holds the
future is bright. Yes, times have and are ever-changing
and, in many cases, changing for the good. There are so
many more effective and efficient ways to communicate
the gospel today and to spread the news about the
value of church camps than ever before.
I do feel as if the next generation of workers is so far
ahead of my generation and that the sky is the limit.
The next generation will succeed in reaching the world
for Jesus. They may do it differently than we did it, but
who cares, as long as Christ is lifted up and souls are
reached. You’ve probably heard the poem (I know some
of the folks at Vansant are sick of it) …” Methods are
many, Principles are few, Methods always change,
Principles never do.”

Camp News
Phyllis Johnson joins the CCYC team as
the new camp cook. She comes from
the Poplar Creek Church of Christ and
the tools that she brings not only to the
kitchen but to the camp is vital to the
atmosphere we are creating.
Phyllis brings a positive and godly
attitude to the kitchen. She always
finds something positive to encourage
our campers with while bringing a
smile to every child.
We are blessed to have her a part of
CCYC.

Things are changing for the better! We have exciting news
to share with all of our supporters and those who are a
vital part of CCYC. First, we have been working on updating
the facilities around campus. As many of you may know
about the major update, the gymnasium was a massive
undertaking but we are excited that it is completed.
The waterlines in the boys' and girls' dorm showers have
been replaced with new and better lines. New sand has
been replaced around the jumping pillow and the
swimming pool will be available this season!
Beginning September 1st we will begin renovations on
updating the swimming pool and will be ready for next
season. Also, we have a new scholarship opportunity for all
graduating Seniors to apply for. More information is
available on the flyer and our website, ccyconline.com.

CCYC COMMUNITY
SPOTLIGHT

Aaron Lee

Regional Worship Lead, Southeast Christian Church
I attended CCYC 1991-2007
Through my experience at CCYC, I learned what true
friendships look like. I learned what it was like to worship
Jesus through song and through His word. CCYC has
impacted so much of my life, my Christian faith, my
ministry, and even my family.

I met my wife at CCYC, we got engaged there, and we even got married there. So CCYC
has forever impacted my life. Even though it’s been years since I attended a week of
camp, I still think of CCYC as home.
f you’re thinking about going to CCYC please just go! There is something special about
that place. You will meet new people that will be your forever friends. You will do
some super fun stuff that you’ll never get to experience anywhere else. You will learn
what it’s like to walk with Jesus and worship Him in Spirit and in truth. This camp
could change your life in the best possible way. So, pack your bags and hit the
mountain.
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MANY THANKS!
With team effort from our staff, volunteers,
and supporting churches. We are looking
forward to making a difference.

Plan a visit to CCYC to check on
our campus and some of the
updates that we have been
working on. If you would like us
to visit your congregation to
present CCYC and share about
the campus contact us at
ccyconline@gmail.com

